What is Claimed is: 

1 . An apparatus for creating a tamper-proof document, comprising: 
an encoder for digitally encoding a handwritten signature; and 

a printer for creating a tamper-proof document comprising the digitally encoded 
signature. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the tamper-proof document is a third 
party check. 

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the digitally encoded signature is 
printed on the document in the form of glyph marks. 

4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the digitally encoded signature is 
printed on the document in the form of a 2-D barcode. 

5. A method for creating a tamper-proof document, comprising: 
digitally encoding a handwritten signature; and 

printing the tamper-proof document comprising the digitally encoded signature. 

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the tamper-proof document is a third 
party check. 

7. A method for creating a tamper-proof document, the method comprising; 
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digitally encoding a user-inputted portion of the document; and 
printing the tamper-proof document comprising the encoded information. 

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the user-inputted portion is handwritten. 

9. A method for ensuring that a document has not been altered, comprising: 
digitally encoding a user-inputted portion of the document; 

printing the document comprising the encoded information; 
decoding the encoded information; and 

comparing the decoded information with the user-inputted portion; and 
identifying the document as altered, if the decoded information is not identical to 
the user-inputted portion. 

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the user-inputted portion is handwritten. 

1 1 . The method of claim 9, wherein the decoded information is a graphical re- 
creation of the user-inputted portion. 

12. The method of claim 9, wherein the decoding step further comprises 
placing the document under a viewport, wherein the viewport converts the encoded 
information to decoded information. 
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1 3 . The method of claim 1 2, further comprising the step of superimposing the 
decoded information on the document. 

14. The method of claim 12, further comprising the step of displaying the 
decoded information outside of the document. 

15. A computer-readable medium containing instructions for controlling a 
data processing system to perform a method for creating a tamper-proof document, the 
method comprising: 

digitally encoding a handwritten signature; and 

printing the tamper-proof document comprising the digitally encoded signature. 

1 6. The computer-readable medium of 1 5, wherein the tamper-proof 
document is a third party check. 

17. A computer-readable medium containing instructions for controlling a 
data processing system to perform a method for creating a tamper-proof document, the 
method comprising; 

digitally encoding a user-inputted portion of the document; and 
printing the tamper-proof document comprising the encoded information. 

1 8. The computer-readable medium of claim 1 7, wherein the user-inputted 
portion is handwritten. 
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1 9. A third-party check comprising: 
user-inputted information; and 

a digitally encoded representation of the user-inputted information; 
wherein the digitally encoded representation may be decoded and compared to 
the user-inputted information to verify that the third-party check has not been altered. 

20. The third-party check of claim 19, wherein the user-inputted information 
is a handwritten signature. 

2 1 . The third-party check of claim 1 9, wherein the user-inputted information 
is a payor. 

22. The third-party check of claim 1 9, wherein the user-inputted information 
is a payee. 

23. The third-party check of claim 19, wherein the user-inputted information 
is a dollar amount. 

24. A third-party check comprising: 
human-readable information; and 

a digitally encoded representation of the human-readable information; 
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wherein the digitally encoded representation may be decoded and compared to 
the human-readable information to verify that the third-party check has not been altered. 

25. The third-party check of claim 24, wherein the human-readable 
information is a handwritten signature. 

26. The third-party check of claim 24, wherein the human-readable 
information is a payor. 
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29. The third-party check of claim 24, wherein the human-readable 
information is a MICR line. 



The third-party check of claim 24, wherein the human-readable 
a payee. 

The third-party check of claim 24, wherein the human-readable 
a dollar amount. 
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